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order of nature as in any supposable miracle, — such a conception is 
to many thinkers, who are called positivists, a most cheering and in- 
spiring one, and is not inconsistent with anything which human science 
has yet disclosed, or is ever likely to discover. 

Enlightened faith in the truth of such a conception is founded on 
the sentiments it appeals to. It does not demand as the condition of 
assent the force of irresistible demonstration ; nor does it deceive itself 
with fallacious arguments. 



3. — The Science of Natural Theology, or God the Unconditioned Cause 
and God the Infinite and Perfect as revealed in Creation. By Asa 
Mahan, D.D. Boston : Published by Henry Hoyt. 1867. 12mo. 
pp. 399. 

In the Book of Job, after those excellent friends of the afflicted pa- 
triarch whom he ungratefully styles " miserable comforters " have had 
their say, and have exposed his sin and the justice of God's dealing 
with him in three good rounds of argument and abuse, a new champion 
steps into the ring, bids the elders to silence, and announces that he 
will settle the dispute, and that his upright word shall be conclusive 
and final. He then proceeds, after this brave flourish, to repeat more 
diffusely and more obscurely the very pleas which the rest have used 
until the Almighty is compelled to stop this vague talk, words without 
knowledge, by speaking from the whirlwind. The new volunteer has 
only made darkness visible in his multitude of phrases. He has by no 
means demonstrated God or his righteousness. 

The success of Dr. Mahan in his attempt to silence the philosophers, 
and to say the final and decisive word for the innate and necessary 
knowledge of God, is no greater than that of the confident Hebrew 
champion. If ever counsel was darkened by abundance of words in a 
question of religious service, it is in Mahan's Natural Theology. The 
Preface gives no uncertain sound, and we know what the writer thinks 
of himself and what he expects to do. He will put to shame these 
praters of atheistic wisdom, these false philosophers, Mill and Spencer, 
and he will rebuke such false witnesses for God as Thompson and Man- 
sell. He will do his work thoroughly ; and all the tribe of the unbe- 
lieving shall forever hold their peace. He has no misgivings. He 
knows, and there can be no mistake. The arguments of the other side 
use "false definitions" and " sophistical procedures," — "procedures 
utterly subversive of truth, and as utterly unworthy the dignity of sci- 
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ence." Elihu, cheerful and smiling, steps in, folds his arms, and looks 
complacently around, in this closing prefatory paragraph : — 

" A fundamental aim of the author of this treatise has been, not only to sub- 
vert utterly the anti-theistic philosophy in all its actual and possible forms, 
and to verify for Theism an immovable i foundation ; but also to bring out into 
distinct isolation the real theistic problem and syllogism in all its varied forms, 
so that the argument throughout may be seen to be and to have been con- 
ducted upon truly scientific principles. With these suggestions, the work is 
commended to the most rigid scrutiny of the friends, of truth." 

To make a " rigid scrutiny " of a work of this kind, so confused, so 
sparing in illustration, so abundant in repetitions, so dogmatic, will 
require a more exemplary patience than most " friends of truth " will 
be willing to give. The table of contents exposes a fearful task, and 
the number of positive affirmations recalls that programme, so be- 
wildering to students of the last generation, in the opening pages 
of the great work of " John Locke, Gent." In comparison with 
Mahan's involved verbiage, which the precise numerical distinctions 
fail to untwist, Locke's treatise is mere light reading, and we are 
even reconciled to Hiekok, who has made metaphysics a bugbear in 
these latter days. But, alas ! with all these divisions and subdivisions, 
these criticisms of " errors " and affirmations of " self-evident " truths, 
God and his being are as desperately hidden from mortal sight as in 
the chaos before creation ! Those who accept the argument as conclu- 
sive will accept it on the authority of the advocate. What the author 
calls " elucidation " is the pleasant sport of flinging dust into the eyes of 
the inquirer, and when he is thoroughly blinded and angry, telling him 
what he has seen and what he ought to see. 

Many of the statements of Dr. Mahan will be accepted as true ; and 
some of his reasoning is ingenious, but his method is not " scientific," 
and its results are not convincing. His criticisms of other writers are 
never satisfactory. The philosopher of Konigsberg would by no means 
agree to Dr. Mahan's statement of his theory, and Herbert Spencer's 
philosophy is certainly not the nonsense which Mahan seems to make it. 

But some assertions which this writer makes are astounding in their 
assurance, both when he speaks of the statements of the Bible and when 
he speaks of scientific men. " It is only among those who have the 
most superficial acquaintance with the facts of the universe, or who, 
with their eyes closed to all the real teachings of true science upon the 
subject, have obstinately given themselves up to the belief of baseless 
assumptions, that the development theory can obtain credence for a 
single hour" (p. 135). How many of the ablest men of science of 
France, Germany, England, and America are, in the judgment of 
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the President of Adrian College, Michigan, " superficial," and not 
lovers of truth ! Materialism may not be true ; but it cannot be 
refuted by asserting that it is "an assumption, for the validity of 
which no form or degree of proof or evidence even can by any pos- 
sibility be offered, and which is affirmed absolutely to be false by 
the highest possible proof, the direct and immediate presentative in- 
tuitions of the Universal Intelligence " (p. 183). Dr. Mahan affirms 
that there is not, has not been, and can never be a conflict between 
science and religion ; that all science which seems to oppose religion is 
a cheat ; that the intuition of God and immortality is absolute and can- 
not be gainsaid. 

" Here is a form of evidence of the highest validity of the being and perfec- 
tions of God, of which no one can be destitute without infinite guilt. No 
one will affirm that the universe of matter and mind presents no evidence of 
this great truth. On the other hand, he cannot but be aware that there is 
absolutely no evidence of an opposite nature. What excuse can we have, 
then, for not acting in the line of such evidence, whether we may regard it as 
demonstrative or not, when such an infinite reality draws us in that direction, 
and such infinite interests may, to say the least, be involved in such action ; 
and when we thus act, the evidence that we are acting in the direction of the 
real perpetually accumulates upon us, (such being the harmony of our ac- 
tivity with the laws and adaptations of our entire mental nature,) till convic- 
tion becomes absolute, and doubt an impossibility. Let us only follow the 
necessary instincts and convictions of our minds, and begin to worship, to 
pray, and to obey the behests of our own consciences, as our own nature 
prompts us to do, as the direct commands of the Infinite and Perfect, and we 
have a perpetually growing intuition of the reality of the being of God, which 
is as the 'shining light,' continually dawning on to the 'perfect day.'" — p. 251. 

This remarkable paragraph is an instance at once of the style, the 
thought, and the method of the author. 

It is not pleasant to see that this cloudy and self-sufficient treatise is 
commended in the notices of the press as a suitable text-book for col- 
leges and schools. 



4. — The Human Element in the Inspiration of the Sacred Scriptures. 
By T. F. Curtis, D. D., late Professor of Theology in the Univer- 
sity at Lewisburg, Pa. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1867. 
12mo. pp. 386. 

This treatise is the work of a Baptist professor of theology, who 
appears still to be in good standing with his own religious body. It is 
remarkable as a sign of the time rather than for new views or for ex- 



